
Philly rally for David Huerta

A rally that took place on June 9 
in Philadelphia called by the Service 
Employees International Union to 
oppose U.S. government raids against 
migrant workers and to free SEIU 
California President David Huerta 
drew 200 people. Among other 
unions participating in the rally, held 
at 6th and Market Streets between the 
Liberty Bell and the Federal Building, 
were UNITE HERE, Starbucks 
Workers United and AFSCME.

On June 6, military-gear-clad 

Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement agents 
launched aggressive raids 
throughout Los Angeles. 
At one location, President 
Huerta, who is also pres-
ident of SEIU-United 
Service Workers West, 
was assaulted, injured and 
detained while advocating 
for immigrant workers. 

While he has been released from the 
hospital, he remained in federal cus-
tody until June 9 in the evening.

Since then, the Trump adminis-
tration has escalated its attacks on 
the Los Angeles community, deploy-
ing the military against activists and 
migrant workers. This is a clear attack 
on communities, workers and their 
First Amendment rights. Demand that 
David Huerta be freed and ICE raids 
end immediately!

— Report and photo by Joe Piette

Stop attacks on migrants — 
Resistance is NOT a crime!

June 9—Workers World Party 
expresses its unequivocal solidarity 
with the migrant community in Los 
Angeles and their supporters who 
have been resisting in the streets 
against the Immigration, Customs 
and Enforcement (ICE) federal 
agency, Department of Homeland 
Security, LA police and other armed 
repressive forces since June 6. 

Illegal raids have been conducted 
in workplaces like Home Depot, 
resulting in the arrests of over 120 
migrant workers, documented and 
undocumented. Los Angeles is the 

U.S.’s second most populated city 
and home to more migrants than 
any other city. It is part of the land 
stolen from Mexico in 1848. 

These random arrests remind 
one of the days of U.S. enslavement 
when Black people, whether they 
were already free or attempting to 
win freedom, were kidnapped and 
brought back to their enslavers in 
chains.

Donald Trump, who has 
declared a racist and xenophobic 
war on migrants since day one 
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Los Angeles protest, June 8, 2025. 
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Trans activists in Seattle confront fascist 
bigots, May 24, 2025. Read article at 
workers.org/?p=86008.
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Join us in the fight for socialism!
Workers World Party is a revolutionary 

Marxist-Leninist party inside the belly of 
the imperialist beast. We are a multina-
tional, multigenerational and multigen-
dered organization that not only aims to 
abolish capitalism, but to build a socialist 
society because it’s the only way forward!

Capitalism and imperialism threaten 
the peoples of the world and the planet 
itself in the neverending quest for ever-
greater profits.

Capitalism means war and auster-
ity, racism and repression, attacks on 
im/migrants, misogyny, LGBTQIA2S+ 
oppression and mistreatment of people 
with disabilities. It means joblessness, 
increasing homelessness and impover-
ishment and lack of hope for the future. 
No social problems can be solved under 
capitalism.

The U.S. is the richest country in the 
world, yet no one has a guaranteed right 
to shelter, food, water, health care, edu-
cation or anything else—  unless they can 
pay for it. Wages are lower than ever, and 
youth are saddled with seemingly insur-
mountable student debt, if they even make 
it to college. Black, Brown and Indigenous 

youth and trans people are gunned down 
by cops and bigots on a regular basis.

The ruthless ruling class today seeks 
to wipe out decades of gains and benefits 
won by hard-fought struggles by people’s 
movements. The super-rich and their 
political representatives have intensified 
their attacks on the multinational, mul-
tigender and multigenerational working 
class. It is time to point the blame at —  
and challenge —   the capitalist system.

WWP fights for socialism because 
the working class produces all wealth in 
society, and this wealth should remain 
in their hands, not be stolen in the form 
of capitalist profits. The wealth workers 
create should be socially owned and its 
distribution planned to satisfy and guar-
antee basic human needs.

Since 1959, Workers World Party has 
been out in the streets defending the 
workers and oppressed here and world-
wide. If you’re interested in Marxism, 
class solidarity, and joining us in the fight 
for a socialist future, please sign up at 
www.workers.org/join-form and an 
organizer will get back to you. Or contact 
a WWP branch near you. ☐

https://www.workers.org/join-form


  June 12, 2025

workers.org

Freedom Flotilla to Gaza exposes 
EU complicity with genocide
By Sara Flounders 

The small Madleen boat, with a 
crew and passengers of 12 interna-
tional humanitarian activists launched 
by the Freedom Flotilla Coalition, was 
boarded and seized by Israeli forces 
in international waters on June 9. 
This illegal act occurred at 3:00 a.m. 
local time, about 100 nautical miles 
from Gaza. Madleen’s crew, which 
included Swedish climate activist 
Greta Thunberg and Rima Hassan, a 
member of the European Parliament 
from France, was taken to Israel.

Also among the passengers and 
crew were activists, a journalist, an attorney, 
a doctor and human rights defenders repre-
senting global civil society.

Israeli media reported that the Madleen 
and its crew members were taken to the port 
city of Ashdod. There they were put in solitary 
units and forced to screen an Israeli propa-
ganda film purportedly made up of footage 
from the Hamas-led October 7 Al-Aqsa Flood. 
A number of those aboard the Madleen 
reportedly have been deported back to their 
home countries.

The ship was publicly carrying humanitar-
ian aid to Palestinians in Gaza, who are starv-
ing because of the strict Zionist siege enacted 
on March 2. A very limited amount of food 
has been distributed in Gaza, involving pri-
vate U.S. military contractors and with Israeli 
forces bypassing traditional United Nations 
agencies, creating chaotic situations.

Israeli soldiers and U.S. military contrac-
tors shot defenseless Palestinians waiting in 
lines —  many in the head —  killing hundreds. 
This “media distribution” has been labeled 
a “humanitarian camouflage.” No aid has 
reached the overwhelming majority of peo-
ple in Gaza in over three months.

The imperialist governments of the 
European Union, such as Germany, France, 
Spain, Italy and the Scandinavian coun-
tries, have made bland statements of con-
cern regarding the horrific starvation 
measures imposed by the state of Israel on 
the Palestinian population of Gaza.

The total support of U.S. imperialism for 
this forced starvation is confirmed, and not 
only by the military equipment and funding 
the U.S. has provided for over 75 years. It was 

reinforced in the June 4 U.S. veto of a U.N. 
Security Council resolution denouncing the 
blockade of food, water and medicine to Gaza.

Workers’ power blocks shipments to Israel

Can the other imperialist powers really 
do nothing else except vote for a resolution? 
They have been forced to make statements at 
the United Nations and wring their hands in 
the media, but only by extreme mass pres-
sure and solidarity with the Palestinian resis-
tance —  including strikes, work stoppages, 
refusals to load shipments and massive 
marches.

Increasingly, organized workers’ move-
ments are taking bold action. Unions of truck-
ers and dock workers throughout Europe have 
acted to block military shipments, stating they 
will not allow their ports and transport net-
works to be used to aid genocide.

According to France’s  General 
Confederation of Labor (CGT), French dock 
workers in the port of Fos-sur-Mer, outside 
Marseille, on June 5 refused to load crates 
of links from the French company Eurolinks 
used to assist the rapid fire of bullets.

On May 14 port workers in Genoa, Italy, 
refused to handle a ship filled with weapons 
and explosives bound for the Israeli port of 
Ashdod.

On Nov. 9 Spain denied entry to a Maersk 
container ship arriving at the Port of 
Algeciras, carrying arms to Israel. Other arms 
shipments have also been blocked. The U.S. 
opened an investigation into this “infringe-
ment of trade.”

A month earlier the Greek dock workers’ 
union at the Piraeus Port blocked the loading 

of a container of 21 tons of ammunition des-
tined for Israel.

Members of the Swedish Dockworkers 
Union voted to block shipments to Israel, 
with 68% in favor, while German workers and 
lawyers filed suits to do the same.

Beyond Europe, Moroccan workers 
blocked shipments on April 17, 2025. Unions 
called on port workers at the Casablanca port 
to boycott the Maersk cargo ship reportedly 
transporting F-35 fighter jet components.

These blockades at ports on the 
Mediterranean are especially effec-
tive because of arms shipments to Israel 
being routed around Africa and into the 
Mediterranean Sea. The re-routing has been 
due to the effective military blockade of ship-
ments to Israel through the Red Sea and Suez 
Canal by Ansarsallah of Yemen, begun after 
the October 7, 2023, Al-Aqsa Flood opened 
this round of resistance to Zionist occupation.

The mass demand: ‘Stop the complicity’

On June 8 more than 300,000 flooded the 
streets of Rome in a demonstration demand-
ing the government “Stop the massacre, stop 
complicity!”

The failure of the governments of a whole 
number of powerful imperialist countries 
in Europe to use any of their vast military 
resources to deliver aid or to halt arms ship-
ments confirms their active and hostile com-
plicity. Big corporations are profiting from 
this well-known and public crime of genocide 

Protesters chanted anti-Trump slogans in front of 
the U.S. Embassy in Panama.

Continued on next page

Crew and passengers of the Freedom Flotilla boat, the 
Madleen, prepare to set sail for Gaza. June 1, 2025, 
Catania, Italy.
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against the entire population of Gaza.
A people’s effort called the Freedom Flotilla 

was determined to publicly force the issue and 
provide some modest supplies. Would any 
country send a fleet of ships to protect them? 
Would any planes or drones provide air 
cover? Would any country send desperately 
needed supplies using its navy or air force?

To pose the question is to answer it.
The Zionist state has violently shut down 

past Freedom Flotillas. This people-to-peo-
ple aid to Gaza is confronting not only the 
Zionist/U.S. war crimes but challenging the 
European complicity in the genocide.

According to documents filed by the 
Palestinian Assembly for Liberation (PAL) 
Law Commission on War Crimes, Justice, 
Reparations and Return, “The EU has a legal 
obligation to take urgent steps to ensure safe 

passage of the Flotilla, including deploying 
EU naval escorts or observers.” 

As the Commission further states: “Despite 
universal recognition of the unfolding atroc-
ity, states have failed to uphold their legal 
duties. Public condemnations of Israel’s con-
duct have not been matched with protective 
or preventive action. On the contrary, inac-
tion —  and in many cases material, politi-
cal and diplomatic support —  has served to 
enable these atrocities.

“The EU and its member states remain 
bound by their legal duties —  not merely to 
refrain from complicity but to prevent geno-
cide and protect unarmed humanitarian mis-
sions from unlawful obstruction.

“This mission (of the Freedom Flotilla) is 
not voluntary —  it is compelled by state fail-
ure to act, as required by law. Accordingly, if 
EU member states fail to act to protect this 
humanitarian convoy and its passengers, they 

risk being complicit —  legally and morally — 
in the continued starvation and extermina-
tion of the Palestinian population —  and in 
any harm that comes to Flotilla passengers.

“Member states have a legal obligation and 
a moral imperative to stop starvation and 
genocide in Gaza.” (palwarcrimes.org)

The Freedom Flotilla statement declared: 
“Any interception, attack, sabotage or inter-
ference with the Madleen or its civilian pas-
sengers and crew will constitute a deliberate, 
knowing and unlawful attack on civilians and 
a violation of international law. Such actions 
would amount to grave breaches of the Fourth 
Geneva Convention and potentially constitute 
war crimes under the Rome Statute of the 
International Criminal Court.”

Solidarity with the Freedom Flotilla! 
Release the crew and passengers! 

End U.S./EU complicity in genocide! Free 
Palestine! ☐

Freedom Flotilla exposes EU complicity with genocide
Continued from previous page

Students take message to SUNY trustees 

‘We’re not done! 
Student intifada’s just begun!’
By Daphne Barroeta
New York City

A group of State University 
of New York (SUNY) and City 
University of New York (CUNY) 
students, faculty and commu-
nity members assembled in New 
York City outside of the building 
where the SUNY board of trustees 
was holding its board meeting on 
June 3. They were outside to point 
out and condemn the SUNY board’s complicity 
in the genocide in Palestine as well as its ties 
to the U.S. ruling class-led military-industrial 
complex. 

The protesters held a people’s tribunal 
and a picket for Palestine for approximately 
two hours. No one from their contingent was 
invited to speak to the board. New York Police 
Department officers guarded the building to 
prevent pro-Palestine members of the SUNY 
and CUNY communities from entering. 

At the end of the tribunal, organizers invited 
folks from the contingent to speak. This writer 
spoke as a representative of the contingent from 
the Buffalo community, addressing some of the 
ethical questions facing the students of today, 

as well as solidarity between the LGBTQIA2S+ 
community and nationally oppressed commu-
nities. The talk is on the Workers World Party 
Youtube channel.

After all the speeches wrapped up, the group 
marched to Grand Central Station. Several 
police officers followed the marchers, both on 
foot and in undercover vehicles. When the con-
tingent arrived at Grand Central, people began 
chanting for divestment from Israel and for the 
liberation of Palestine. In less than a minute, 
a dozen officers intercepted and threatened 
to arrest the contingent if they did not leave. 
According to local activists, this was highly 
unusual, as protest actions have been occur-
ring in Grand Central for decades with little to 

no resistance from police. 
Leaving Grand Central,  the con-

tingent marched to the CUNY head-
quarters nearby where there was 
a short speech and set of chants 
recited. Once again, the group was 
tailed all the way there by police, 
both on foot and in undercover 
vehicles. At the end of this phase 
of the action the group split in two, 
with the Buffalo contingent leaving 
for logistical reasons and the local 

contingent heading over to the CUNY Graduate 
Center to support the CUNY students, staff and 
faculty who began a hunger strike for divest-
ment on May 31. At the CUNY Grad Center, the 
people’s tribunal was repeated. 

According to SUNY Boycott, Divestment, 
Sanctions, as of this writing, for those who 
are in New York City there are pro-Palestine 
events at the CUNY Grad Center every day 
from 12:00 noon to 6:00 p.m. There is an open 
call for anyone who has ever attended or grad-
uated from a SUNY or CUNY school to sign 
and share the BDS petition, which is linked on 
SUNY BDS social media: linktr.ee/sunybds.

Daphne Barroeta is a student at SUNY Buffalo.

Demonstration for divestment outside SUNY Board  PHOTO: SUNY BDS 
of Trustees meeting, New York City, June 3, 2025.
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Stop attacks on migrants—
Resistance is NOT a crime!

WW Statement

of his second term, has ordered 2,000 sol-
diers of California’s National Guard to Los 
Angeles without the approval of its governor, 
Gavin Newsom. The National Guard is the 
only branch of the U.S. military that can be 
deployed at a moment’s notice by both state 
governors and the president. 

The Pentagon announced plans to send 700 
marines to Los Angeles to back up the National 
Guard.  

The Guard is composed of young volun-
teers who have other jobs, unlike the army 
or police. Activists can and should be urging 
Guard members to refuse these illegal orders 
to repress other workers.

The uprising broke out in the city of 
Paramount, California, south of Los Angeles, 
where migrants and their supporters, a 
number of whom were visibly carrying the 
Palestinian flag and wearing keffiyehs, battled 
the police and ICE agents. Many other protest-
ers carried their flags of origin, especially those 
from Central and South America.

Very reminiscent of the historic Palestinian 
struggle against the U.S.-backed Israeli occu-
pation, young people are fighting back with 
rocks and bottles against armed ICE agents 
and police who use tear gas, pepper spray, 
flash-bang concussion rounds and smoke can-
isters against them. 

During these arrests, David Huerta, pres-
ident of the Service Employees International 
Union (SEIU) California and SEIU-United 
Service Workers West, was assaulted and 
detained for just being at the protest.  Huerta, 
whose grandparents migrated from Mexico, is 
a U.S. citizen.

Tia Orr, executive director of SEIU 
California, stated: “SEIU California members 

call for the immediate 
release of our president, 
David Huerta, who was 
injured and detained at the 
site of one of today’s ICE 
raids in Los Angeles. He 
is now receiving medical 
attention while in custody.

“We are proud of 
President Huerta’s righ-
teous participation as a 
community observer, in 
keeping with his long his-
tory of advocating for immi-
grant workers and with the 

highest values of our movement: standing up 
to injustice, regardless of personal risk or the 
power of those perpetrating it.

“We call for an end to the cruel, destruc-
tive and indiscriminate ICE raids that are 
tearing apart our communities, disrupting 
our economy and hurting all working people. 
Immigrant workers are essential to our soci-
ety: feeding our nation, caring for our elders, 
cleaning our workplaces and building our 
homes.” (seiu-usww.org, June 6) 

As of this writing, Huerta has been released 
from the hospital but still remains in police 
custody. Emergency protests were called 
in over 30 U.S. cities on June 9 demanding 
Huerta’s release.  He was released later on the 
same day on a $50,000 bond.

Thousands of migrants in large and small 
cities have been detained and sent to prison 
inside and outside the U.S., including in 
Guantanamo and El Salvador. They are denied 
the right to a trial, a hearing of charges and any 
other legal due process supposedly guaranteed 
under the Constitution. Trump is attempting 
to carry out his own version of ethnic cleansing 
of migrants out of the U.S. — similar to the eth-
nic cleansing of Palestinians from Gaza. 

A rich history of fight-back

Los Angeles has a rich history of heroic 
uprisings against racist police brutality in the 
20th century. Most notably were the 1965 
Watts rebellion, which will commemorate its 
60th anniversary this coming Aug. 11, pro-
voked when the LA police attacked a barbeque 
party in the predominantly African American 
South Central community of the city. That 
rebellion lasted five days. 

And 27 years later there was the rebellion in 
1992 that again was ignited in South Central 
Los Angeles following the heinous acquittal of 

white, racist police officers for the savage beat-
ing of Black motorist Rodney King that was 
caught on videotape. The 1992 rebellion lasted 
for a week and was even more widespread than 
the one in Watts. 

Protests were held countrywide in solidarity 
with the 1992 LA rebellion, which was not only 
against racist police terror but also to demand 
quality housing, education and health care for 
the underserved Black and Latine communi-
ties. There was a mass campaign to demand 
full amnesty for an estimated 12,000 people 
arrested during the rebellion.

What’s behind this war on migrants?

What is happening in Los Angeles reflects 
a much deeper crisis within the capitalist sys-
tem as it faces its permanent end, predicted 
in the Communist Manifesto over 175 years 
ago: The working class will inevitably become 
capitalism’s gravedigger. Therefore, the bil-
lionaire ruling class has no other option but to 
depend on a violent, repressive apparatus to 
keep the billions of workers worldwide under 
its oppressive rule. 

State repression is not a show of strength 
but a show of fear and weakness by the own-
ers of capital and their unstable system. This 
repression is a constant reminder that antago-
nistic differences cannot be resolved peacefully 
when one class oppresses another.

Political solidarity with migrants is an 
important step forward in forging broader 
working-class unity to ultimately defeat the 
dying system of capitalism that relies on all 
forms of violence — imperialist war, occupa-
tion, racism and cutbacks under the guise of 
white supremacy — to keep its head afloat in 
an ocean of social revolution that will inevita-
bly drown it. ☐

Paramount, California protest, June 6, 2025. 

Continued from page 1
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Los estudiantes profundizan 
la resistencia por Palestina

En las ceremonias de graduación de 
este año en la ciudad de Nueva York no 
hubo nada de normal. Los estudiantes del 
Brooklyn College aceptaron sus diplomas 
mientras portaban banderas pro-Palestina 
y llevaban keffiyehs; en la Universidad de 
Columbia estudiantes y antiguos alumnos 
quemaron diplomas; en el Hunter College 
y en el City College la policía atacó a mani-
festantes pro-Palestina que interrumpie-
ron los programas de graduación. 

La negación de la maquinaria de guerra 
israelí a detener su genocidio, el respaldo 
unánime de los gobiernos imperialistas de 
todo el mundo al programa sionista, la inca-
pacidad de «la comunidad internacional» 
de Estados imperialistas para poner fin a la 
matanza y la determinación de los palesti-
nos y sus aliados a resistir han cambiado la 
forma de pensar de millones de personas en 
todo el mundo, incluso en Estados Unidos, el principal respaldo y 
proveedor de armas de las Fuerzas de Ocupación de Israel.

Los estudiantes que protestan contra el genocidio israelí armado 
por Estados Unidos contra los palestinos de Gaza han mantenido 
sus acciones en las universidades estadounidenses a pesar de la bru-
talidad policial, la amenaza de perder sus títulos y, en el caso de los 
estudiantes internacionales, la amenaza de deportación. Para quien 
se pregunte por qué, considere lo siguiente:

Durante casi 20 meses, han presenciado en vídeos gráficos 
cómo las fuerzas de ocupación de Israel masacraban a decenas 
de miles de civiles palestinos, cerca del 40% de ellos niños, que 
vivían en una franja de territorio del tamaño de Filadelfia. Ahora 
son testigos de cómo las fuerzas israelíes impiden que los alimen-
tos lleguen a cientos de miles de personas hambrientas.

Han visto cómo el gobierno estadounidense -tanto bajo una 
administración demócrata como republicana- alimenta la maqui-
naria de guerra israelí y aprueba ese genocidio y esa hambruna, 
aprueba la destrucción de hospitales y escuelas, el asesinato de 
periodistas y trabajadores sanitarios.

Han sentido la cobardía de sus propias administraciones uni-
versitarias hacia las autoridades gubernamentales y los alumnos 
ricos, unida a la brutalidad insensible contra sus compañeros. 

Han sido testigos de cómo organizaciones jurídicas interna-
cionales presentaban cargos legítimos contra dirigentes políticos 
israelíes por crímenes de genocidio. Creen que tanto los diri-
gentes israelíes como los dirigentes de otros países que arman 
al Estado sionista son culpables. Y no ven a nadie castigado por 
estos crímenes.

Han visto crecer un movimiento mundial. Saben que debe cre-
cer más rápido. Pero ha crecido lo suficiente como para que los 
gobernantes se agiten para reprimirlo. Y fracasan. 

Y más que nada, los estudiantes observan cómo el pueblo pales-

tino y sus organizaciones, a pesar de su 
sufrimiento, se niegan a rendirse. Su ejem-
plo puede inspirar toda una vida de lucha.

No debería sorprender que, en estas con-
diciones, los estudiantes y otras personas 
de aquí se manifiesten, se sienten, despre-
cien la universidad en la que pasaron años 
esforzándose por obtener un título y que 
algunos aprovechen el momento perfecto 
para hablar: la ceremonia de graduación.

En la Universidad George Washington 
de Washington D.C., Cecilia Culver hizo 
caso omiso de la charla mecanografiada 
que había entregado y pidió a la escuela 
que desinvirtiera en Israel. 

En la Universidad de Nueva York, Logan 
Rozor condenó el genocidio de Gaza. El 
presidente de la NYU, John Beckman, 
acusó a Rozor de haber «mentido sobre el 
discurso que iba a pronunciar». Beckman 

no expuso las mentiras de los presidentes Joe Biden y Donald 
Trump y del primer ministro israelí Benyamin Netanyahu sobre 
su complicidad en el genocidio. 

Los dirigentes de gobiernos y universidades que excusan el 
apartheid y la limpieza étnica enseñan una lección duradera a 
los estudiantes conscientes, activos y alertas de hoy: Estos admi-
nistradores bajo el imperialismo estadounidense gestionan un 
sistema construido sobre la guerra, la muerte, la explotación y la 
mentira. Los estudiantes pueden someterse o resistir. Se resisten. 

En el Instituto Tecnológico de Massachusetts (MIT), Megha 
Vemuri resistió. Su discurso «no preaprobado» elogiaba a sus com-
pañeros que protestaban en favor de los palestinos y denunciaba los 
vínculos del MIT con Israel. Los responsables de la escuela prohi-
bieron a Vemuri asistir a la ceremonia de graduación. Ella escribió 
en respuesta: «No veo ninguna necesidad de que cruce el escenario 
de una institución que es cómplice de este genocidio».

Y esto es sólo el primer acto de rebeldía. ☐ 

editorial

Megha Vemuri denuncia la complicidad del 
MIT con el genocidio de Israel durante el 
discurso de graduación, 30 de mayo de 2025.


